Special consideration was given to planning this phase of the study. In the first place, the The results indicate that the first method is practicable and relatively inexpensive. A high degree of response was obtained from the counties, reaching 100 percent after followup.
Querying the mothers of infants did not yield the same high response. On the other hand, this approach revealed eight deaths that the counties had overlooked. However, it remains to be determined just how the mothers of dead infants would respond to requests for information, since the mothers of the infants reported as dead by the counties were not queried in this study. Querying the mothers would lend itself to a larger population and should be much cheaper than working through the local health departments.
By using the data from this study, death registration in this group of premature infants was found to be 93.7 percent complete. The completeness of death registration for both white and nonwhite infants in this selected weight group was lower than the completeness of birth registration in 1950 for infants in all weight groups.
A number of factors were found to be closely related to under-registration of deaths in this selected group of premature infants. Among the most important were birth weight, age at death, race, attendant at birth, and place of delivery.
Other findings of the study point up the need for improvement in the State health department's matching of birth and death certificates of infants as well as the need for education of funeral directors and parents in their responsibility for registering infant deaths.
Although 
